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ORGANISE TO STOP

THATCHER NOW!

THE TORIES HAVE waited no trme
in preming homae the sdvantags of
thair. slection Wictory. Thair new

- parfiamentary programme includes
attacks on the right to strike, trads
union finamees and rule books and
masure o privatiss nationalised
industry and to prevent “overspen-
ding™ by local councils,

On the inchottraal front they have
already given British Telacom man-
agement the go-ahesd 1o provoke a
dispute over the installation of the
perlviate Mercury communication sys-
temn. Privata capitalists have also
recogaised the green light, anmoun-
ong thousands of new redundenciss
within days of tha sisction reult,
At the same time mortgage rates
have begn raisod 1.25%.,

Yer thedr viciory s notl essen-
tially sodwad any of the Tories fun
dernental problems. Britizh mdustry
is 5tll 8 long way from being able to
GOmpete Ef1et!|ut:ll|r internationaily,
state spanding is still far higher than
tha Toriet themselves want anad,
whilst productivity of those siill at
weork hey improved, overall pro-
duction 15 4% lower than when the
Tories came to power in 1878, For
the first time sinte the |ndusirial
Revalution Britain is now's net
mportes of finished manufactured
goods. The UE recorded a deficit
al £684 million o s trade in mane
tactured goods during the first quar-
ter of the year.

This has prampled the house jour-
mdl ol the more crized and militant
wrcbom of capital, The Economists
to complain thad Thatcher “hes not
yel prowed ™hat she has a cobherent
political strateyy™, By this they mean
that although tha Toriss hkas dis-
piayed some pretty fancy lootwork
in the fast four vears, cutting back
the number of strikes, INEreasing
unempioyment, dafeating. tha stael-
workers, rallway men gnd realth
workers whalst carefully avoiding a
stand up fight with, for example,
the miners, thoy have not vat lan-
ded & real knockout blow 1o The
woorking class & 8 whola, Indeed,
gverage earnings have just about kKept
pace with price rises oyar the lost
four years, according to govern-
ment statistics,

& thoroughgoing defest of the
gart The Egonomist wants 1o sae
would mean not just @ wage fresze
while priees rose bt an actual cut
im weaoes of the order of 30-40%.
This is the meximum programme ol
tine British bodses. And thiydo mot
want a small drop in union member-
ship caused by unemployment Bue
tha loss of millions of members as
tha closed shop is destroved and
union mambarship in itself thraaters
job sacurity,

That i% the scale of tha attack
tha Torias maed to mount - and
thay need to mount it fast. By lace
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largely tnbs revenua that has funded
thae increased $1ate expendilure af
the |ast fouwr years. Inturn interast
rales woirld ride and the ;.1|:|un|’Jr con-
seguently, strepgthen. The rasult
would be over greater increases in
imports, an inability to compete on
tha world market and nsufficlent
capital to invest in mew industry
within Britain,

Within the next two vears than,
the Tories have to cut state spending
an-industiial subsidies, tha NHS, and
social and welfare provision. This is
the sirategy that lies behind the Tos
igs programme for the coming pee:
iod. It is & strateqgy that reqoires a
masive diop n the Hving standaros
of the mass of workers. Tha. last
four years have essantially bean
years of preparation for the gaming
attack, T introduction of the anti
umion lews of Prior and Tebbit, tha

removal of social security paymenis
from strikers, the developmant of
speciglised police squads for dealing
wiith crowd controland pickets, the
picking off of the weaker sections
af the working class have gl been
designed with this end in mind,
The new Cabinet is stuffed witn
handpicked Thawherites, They mow
hawe absolute dominance in the
rufing ciase end mean to prass on
with their attecks fest. The naxt
stape in the Tory strategy s 1o sei
up a fight in which thay can daliver
thé knockout punch, & blow thay
hope can rogk the whole working
clais back on its hasls, There can be
little doubt that it is the miners
that they hawe In mind. The much-
publicised transfer of MeGregor
from stewl 1o coal, the stockpiling
of six months’ supply of coal, and
aftar the election, the admission
that they hawe a big hit-list of sau-

Mike Abmhams: Nerwork

enty pite for cledure, afl point thoa
shipwerdonyn in The near future
Thara can be no doubt that the
working class will move to defend
itsalf against the Tosies' attacks

The kst four years have shown, guite
corsistenthy in all the major disputes,

tha existEnce of @ stratum of milit-
ante will ng tee fight ewen afuar

months of footdragging, abstruction

and downright sabotame by ther
bisreaucratic trade unlomn leadears,
What Has been lacking has been the
abilfty of these militants to gain

ting the laaders who will not fead.
Thosa ieaders were not stopped

mant legistation or passivity amang
their members. They chosa not 1o

a political choice, Confronted with

g governmant that proudly declared

that 4t would niot turn gway fram

its chosen strateqy, tha union leacers

realised that the escaletion of any
digpute would meaan an increass in
the forces the governmment would
mobilise to erdura victary, [0 the

end ssccass Tor any of tha-majer dis

putes would have had to mean 8
showedowen with the gavernmant,
Ahove all,they fearad that They
would lose contral of any striaes
that they did eflow to develop,
That's why they tried To prevent
any sifective strikes from starting.
Although it expressed itself in

lagk of organisetion and.co-ordination
amongst, for cxample, the rank and

file. of the stésl workers, haalth
workers and water workers, tha in-

the 'padérship of thelr strugglas, ous

oo |sadireg & W By either gowar

fight and their choice was, ultimatey

ataitivy of mifitants to ovarcoma this
bureaucratic batrayal was ultimately
roonted in & politicsl weakness, Thaoy

had mo deferces against their own
|aaders, against tha maedia ana

gress will discuss proposals for the
craation of a daily newspapar sym-
pathetic to the trade union and
labsour movement. Fearful for their
public imaga, the frightened chisfs
of Congress House are coming closs
to the idea that the fabowr mowe
ment nesdd its own press.

militants ot just lwow much the afticial
madia hates the working clsss. The urr
disuissd glas el the SOP and Tory
madia hecks will heve disgusted many,
Any warkars nvalvad in o strile can
vauch that the press well cruecfy the
pirikers and intimlcdate the mors back-
ward workers. Az the Tories roll up their
wlpaves To el hatihe with tha mines
again all the sirvwaves snd printing prassas
will b ad thaar disposs| as they will
pitermpt to porsisids the Miners [hat they
hava mot got a hope in hell or that they

are “hodifing the naton to FAnsam™. |

The clection wikl have reminded many

action and struggle. Will the conservatve
furcticnaries of Corgress House ba alba
to daliver such goods? Mo wayl They got
the trusted Lord MoCarikby 1o &0 a Tea-
sibility study bo 3 32 page tabhiiodd daily
that would give "oritical support” to the
Pabongt Favaimant. His lordship reckars
pn needing to réis EGT milllan In onder
to produce 3 paper with a 300,00 cir-
chlation, Lan Murmy has now declaned
his suppart, This has proved tThe Eiss of
death ta mary schemes bafore,

The Moraung Sror is sulking abowt the
prajoct. They had hopoed 1o get thalr
sagging sales boosted from the coffers
af the trsls unlan lalts. That's why
théy have somplained that MoCarthy's
rapari appesrs To be bhasad an “an aimosi
FEndTas oroidance of dreEwding Boy oon-
clifsinng faam Thie aaigus @ ganeiace of
shit movomend s orly mewsoaper fodep-
rhe Morieg Starn " ldene 188k}

Ta keave the produstion of & paper
in tha hands of tha TUC iz a swre fira
l.m ta kil '||1i priject, Tllﬁ!,l Wkt &

................... T

Yes to a workers’ paper

SEPTEMBER'S TUC ANMNUAL Cone cass, refuls mifing clasy lies aml organiss

want 0 paper that would maeke a funeral
parlour catalegue ok sxgiting, A, most
Importamtly . they woauld want {a sma
ot any politics thiat oflamde] them or
their intended allies. Just ag they policed
the Paapla’s March so they produced a
todious unpoliticsl pRper in suppart of
tha march. The Worminp Sier couid be
wirang, Tha TUE would take more from
the oupersence of 1he Star's palitles and
dreary style than its editors might cére te
think, In Lan Murray's hands what chance
& 300,000 circulation daily woroars
AR spaper?

Tha wovking cless noeds a paper, |1
is & Buraing teik of the labour maye-
ment totlay, Mo liss ia 8 an urgant Task
to support the print undons and Teght T4
imposs Tha fight of raply to antissorking
olass articles in the bosssd’ press, The
two tasks are ot courtarposed. AY the
TUC Cangrass this means fighting for an
pditoriml Bospd thot B r'ﬁpnrulbln ta, and
racallable by, rapk and Tile Trade wnion-
it 1€ r@ars fighting for a paper that
has no editerial bBars ard preseriptiors
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against the uncertainties amaong?
thoe rank and File, In e end they
s bad no answer to the question
of gowernment

Wilith the present massive par
liamentary majarity af the Torees
this remains at the heart of the
pronlem: facing militants. To do
nathing except wait for the next
election in the hope of & Labowr
Governmant weould obyioushy be
suicidal. But 1o fight back challen-
gus the right of the Tories to rule
Ultimately thers s no way rognd
this problem, Beciuse we think par
lisrmentary dermocracy is 8 sham
that cloaks the real powear of the
Bosies we gy the work arshays
avary right e destray the Tory
Cavarnment

Ir the coming perlod militants
willl hawa o fight on two fronts
Firstly, amongst e rank and file
to penvinee themn of the neesd o,
and possibility of, mounting 8 fus
apgelul fight against the Taries.
Secondly, against the trada wunion
leachars, Ther positlan 3 now even
weorse than before. Mot only da
thé Tories take ra notlice of tham
but, if povernmant plans were o
be !ur:neasful. the vary existance of
soma uniong, and the financial stab-
ility of almost all of them, would
be plaged in jeopardy. And still
thay have the probleam that if they
wers 10 make. tho bosses take nolics
af them they would hava to um
leash foress they cannot contral,
forcas that could push them aside
cormplataly,

Militants must organise to foarca
tha leaders 1o fight, And when, 24 |
the case of Arthur Scargill, thay
declara thet they're prepared 1o
fight, militants must hold tham to
account and farge them o put
their weordh into action. Ewery stegp
thi bureawcrats are forced to taks
in defanca of the unions or ther
members mugt be backed up with
dernanstrations of renk and file
support and demands 1o go further.
e must demand that the trada ure
‘ons should imemadiately withdraw
froom “eamdultative” bodias such as
the MEDC o When the government
rmowes againgt any section of wor
kars, b it the MUM, the FOEU o
some lees well organised group, the
damand lTor TUC-organised solidarit
action miust Be raised and acted wpe
inolepEndenty.

WWithin all disputes, largs or
small, militanie have to argue
for thy forme of organfsations - derr
cratic strike committess, recular
report backs from stewards in work
time, mas pickets and organised
defence of tham, that can not only
wiln disputes but lay the basis for
the action councils and vorkes”
militia that will be peceseary ta
tako or the fordes of the govar
marrt.

Put ithe Unions on g War Footimg.
Bregk oft afl Talks with the Taries
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LABOUR LEADERSHIP

Take the election
into the unions

THE THADE UNION chisfs and the PLP leaders want to arrange a successor for Michael
Faot m guistly a3 possible They are trying to stamp out any political debate in the lsad-
sribip contest in order to rg op 8 Kinnock/Hattersley |oint platform - the bureaucrats’
“dresmn ticket."

Thewe i3 enormous prossure on Lebour Party and Trade Union activists to go along
with this unpalitical charade in the name of unity, Feuding in the Labour Party now
t s elsimad - would only serve: the SDP. The left's darling, Tony Benn, has lent his
weight 1o this argument. immedistely after the etection hi declared: ™Y believe that /
ek for @ very lerge number of prople, Today, in the momow of 2 gefeat, o &Y
shers & no room for persanal Dittemess or recriminetion, BRd that the desine for us 1o
B cnited and gtrong, to face this challenge i the deminant thowght in our midst at the .
mornent. ™

He has repeatedly urged his own wersion of 8 “dream ticket” with his calls for a cok
lective style leadership fike a “wheel where sach spoke gives strength and balance.”

To give in to this pressure is to give up the Tight agairat the openly pro-bess right-
wing in the party. It @llows the Trade Union and Parliamentary |saders to decida on
Labour's leadership. it will allow them to decide which of Lebour’s policies will be un-
ceremoniously dumped. 1t would be tantamount to Labour and Trade Linion Betivists
agreaing to gag themsze|ves. .

The [eadership election must be used a5 2 stage on which to debale politics in every
Trade Union and Labour Party branch, At the very least branchas must commit them-
salves 1o voting only for candidates who defend these policies of the Labour Party which,
if impiemented, would in some messure defend the interests of the worning clask Each
candidate must be foreed to come ciean on esactly where he tandy on the witch-unt |
an recent conference demacratic reforms, on inoomas Policy, on coshition with the
S0P, an maintsining Polars ond $ting Cruse Brarches shoul ] oriy g Thesr SUDpon
to candidates who will fight the rght and oppois their polioe.

Wa know very wall whers the leadership candidates stand on these e, Shore i &
hoary old bourgenis politician who i committed to the witch-hunt and_Incoms
He thinks Labour's road back 1o government lies in winning back the trust of the manus-
facturing bosses, Hattersley has been the right-wing's trusted spokesman. This emammy
and mediocre scribbler loves to put himsalf about in “cultured” ruling clas clrcles. He
wad g close ally of Owen and Wiiliams. He is-a staunch opponent of any Labour policy
that militents would dafend or fight for, Meil Kinneck's candidatura is no different. Re
is the Trade Union bureserat’s favourite bacause they think he would serve their interests
bast, He would be betiar than Shore or Hattersley at rallying the faithful foot soldiers
with flights of phoney socialist rhetoric. Grugially, he would guarantes to hold the line
far the Parliamentariang and Trade Union overlords. He has supported the Witch-hunt.
He his supported Incomes Policy and opposed commiting Labour To nationalising the
banks. Kinnotk has been complicit in the deal to keep palitics out of the campaign. He
hopes to win by backstage deals with the Trade Union barons, and projecting Fimsslf
as the leader of the respectable house-trained |eft,

Only the left's old war-horse Eric Heffer has given any commitment to oppose-Labowr”
antisworking clase policies. He says he's against the witch-hunt and fior the democratic
reforms, He is prepared to commit himseif to supporting unilateral disarmamant Bind
opoosing incomes policles. For those rezsoms Labour and Trade Union sctivists shoukd
eritieally support the candidature of Heffer against the other candidates. et it dossn’t
take much nous 1o reslise thet Heffer hasn't got @ hope in this election. If it eventuslly
takes place, the electoral college might, at the cutside, be treated to 8 second round men-
aff hetwesn Kinnock and Hattersiey.

Alreaddy the soft-headed “herd left” ars gritting thelr testh and declaring for Kinnock.
Aftar the alaction was annognoed Socisist derion declared that “to refuse to back him
sgainst Hattersley or Shore in the final alanysis would be an uitra-left stupidity - handing
I the game to the right-wing without = fight 7 [SA 17.8.83] Socilalist Orpenizer that waek

wis calling on Dennis Skinner 1o stand and urging Jo Richardion te step forward toos
“It would be good to have & woman candidate, and Jo Richardson is well qualified in
other ways too.'” (30 16.6.83). By the next waek howewar, it was announcing that in the
sacond round it would end wp voting “for the fake-left Kinnodk against the open right
Hattersley.”" Labour Herald has suggested thet it too thinks that after Haffar *“Kinnock
would appear to be the least of the remaining evile" [LH 17.6.83).

In tha existing campaign there has not yvet smarged ona inch of differgnce on con-
crete policies that would allow activists 1o commit their vote 1o Kinnock against Hatter-
sley. At this moment militants would have to deelare that they would abstain from vo-
ting in & “besuty contest’’ ballot betwean these teeo, OF gourse things might ot sty
that way. If tha plans of the Trade Union laaders are successfully scuppered then the
manths ahasd could e real differencas emarge.

Only it Kinnock came aut cleady te delend pro-working clas policies againal the rsghi
coutd militants vote for him against Hattersley, That's not the way he; or anyone alse
in the Labour and Trada Wnion leadership intend te Tight this contest. Only the intar
wention of rank and file activists can Dreak up the plans of this cosy coterie of carearists,

The Trade Union leaders want to keep the bioc votes tightly in their cwen hands,

I many unions the wotes will be cast a5 @ resull of the sxecutive’s degision or the
wishes of the union's delegation to Party conference, In some, the membears will be con-
sulted in branch ballots. 1t is vital that militants organise now to epsure that renk and
file mambsers discuss and degide how their union’s vote will be cast st soecially convenad
mestings. The vates of the unions should be cast proportionately to refiect the varying
| strengths of the candidates among the members, Only in this way can we break the
bureaucrats’ grip on the Labour Party and drowe new sections of workers into open pell-
tical diseussion, The altarnative is that thowsands of workers will come to belisve that

Tebbit I3 right. And they will agree that the Trade Unkons® links with the Labowr Farty
should be broken because they g no voice to the majority of rank and e Tesde
woreita I

LABOUR'S DEFEAT IN the General Elec-
tion hat thrown The left into turmoil. The
Left hawe claimed major victorias in the Lab-
our Party over the last four years. In its own
wiy the Manifesto dutifully refiected these
gaing for the Left. Yet these paper vlctories
for the Left failed to haft Labours declina,

Labewur’s working class vote has bean de
clining throughout the 60 and T0s. This
shoubl come B8 no susprise, The 1945 Laboyr
Government was able to appedr a3 8 Gavern-
maont of reform wiich brought about signiti-
cant benefits to large sections of workers.
Wiltan and Callaghan's governments appaarod
rather differant, Presiding over an ailing Brit-
ish capltallem they attempted to hold wisges
down through Ineomes policy and failed 1o
introduce maaninglul improvements in social
welfare provisions. Mo wonder then that Lab-
our has increasingly been unable to rely on the
backing of a passive and loyal working class
yoie Mo wonder either that the constitusncy
partigs shrank and, In many areas, became dorr
inated by white-collar public sactor employecs,

Thatcher's victory and the boost in the
Alliance vote reflects @ marked acceleration in
that tendency, Only 39% of trade wniniats
voted Labour with the Tories commanding
4% more yotas from skilled maneal workers
than Labour, Despite fachionable talk of the
Morth/South divide the features of Labour’s
dacline are evident on a national scala, While
ovgr the a3t 9 vears Labour has lost 62% of its
spats in Southern England it has also lost 25%
of ity seats elsewhere. This time round in
Sheffield and Leeds there were higher than
avorege drops in Labour’s vote, The scale of
the dramatic stumg in Labour’s fortunes is
gvidenced by the fact that only 175 of first
tima voters pul a crogs Tor Labaur. 1t was un-
sbie 1o inspire confidence amongsl @ younger
generation for whom Thatchersm can-offar
litthe but the dole queus,

0f cowrse, short term and particular fac-
ton served 1o accelerate Labour's decline, The
bogrgeoiie had no interest in Labour wanming
mned wern 0wl to sculpt the Allisnce. into @ i
bet thowld they nesd an alternative to That-
cher. The crawven British media carried out
. their m to the letter. =
trua that Labowr’s front-line team wers pax-
ticularly lack-lustre, uncomvinead and unconvin-

Tribune

“& substaptisl minaority of the PLP
chose to hand the slection %o the Tor-
iss on a8 plate and condemn Britain to
ten years of Thatcherlsm.” (Mo 23,
10.6.83)

cing. Yet Foot's leadership iz 2 fitting symbol
of the decrapituce and senllity of the Lebour
Party Itself, 1t could offer no plawsible alter-
rative that could galvanize workers to oup-
port it. While the Torles fowght tooth and

nail for their clas the Labour leaders bleated
aboul unity. Lebour's only strateqy for new
jobs wis an implausibie leiter to the |MF ra
guesting-a huge foan in the maddla of o bank-
irmg crisig, s campeigne on peace, on lead in
the petrol and animal liseration were all ainad
Al winning a mythical middle ground of conter-
ned middle clags voters and came to nothing.
Im short, Lebour hes nothing to offer & wor-
king class that hes begn ground down by four
years of government at tha hands of hard
ruling clam militants.

Labourlosse i

BEMN
*For the first time since 1945, a paoli-
tical party with on openly socialist
policy has received the support of over
%% milllon people.”
“Socialism has re-appoared ance mare
upan the national aganda.”
[(Guardian 20.6.83)

For some on tha left the deteat can smply
b ignared. Benn, for example, has degided
that in fact Latsour won o great wigtory on
June 9th. In a8 Guardlan article under the in-
credibde titla "'Spirit of Labxour Reborn'’ Bann
declared that the madia had lgnored the most
striking fact about the 1983 slection, namealy
“that for the first time since 1945, a pollti-
cal party with an openly socialist policy has
recaivad the support of over 835 million peo-
e Labour'y defest was nurned by Benn into
evidence ""that Sociafism has re-appeared

the grromance and smugnass of a besottad
Parliamentarian ha takes Labour's woters to ba
commitied readers and sndorsers of Labour’s
Manifesto, With the typical complacency of a
Parhamentary Left he declares socialist 8 mani
festn which gave no guarantes to cut unermplay-
ment below a million: which save no commit-
ments to nationalise firms declaring redundan-
ees) which would have paved the way foar an
incames palicy amd which fudged the dig
armamant issua,

Since Bishop Stortfged, Benn has been ax-
trermely careful not o break the: pact he
struck there with Hesley, Foot and the TLIC
leaders, Mot for him, therefara, any gtiacks
on the action of the campoion leaders nstead
he claims that re-born British socialism was
beaten &t the polls because of 8 viclous carm-
paign against- it which deliberately sat out to
conceal the depth of support for Labour's
policias: “VF pou fook at the pubfic opinion
polls that were never published, and | went
throwgh them all with grast care,. pou will
find tha? for month after morth the Srilish
peaple, vihen asked for thelr judgement on the
poficies of the Labowr Party conficmed therm
Hrre and time again, ™ |Socisllst Action 17.6.
83}, Quite consistently for Benn, therefore,
all that is neaded is to keep existing policies,
existing members and new collactive [paders
winile waiting for Labour’s prophecies to ba
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The defeat the Lef
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can’t explain

confirmed belore the syes of the slectorate
*I bafieve that as the months go by, the refe-
mnce of what we sid will ecoms apparent,
like 2 prophecy sgainst which we can fudoe
our own expenence ” (Ibid, |
Mot party 1o the Bishop Stortlord pact
the Tribune has felr free to place tha blame
for defeat on the shoulders of the Labowr
fmacders. According to Tribune, Labour's "Guil-
ty Man"™ wers the right-wing around Healey,
Callgghan, Shore and Hettersiey who deliber
sabotaged Labour's campaign and stopped
Libour's Manilesto threatensd 1o
tha cosy bepad taan in: -of British
politics: “Aather then affow to happen,
& ssbgrantial minanity of the PLE chase 1o
fard the slection fo the Torkes on a plate and
eondems Britain to ten years of Thatchersm.”
[Tribune 10.6.83). But the Tribune edimsial
fpard chooses 1o ignore the fact that tha
Manifeto repesentad 8 roal fudpe precisely
on the imges where the Right takeexcegtion
o the Lebour Party-policy such as on Ineomes
Poduy and Disdrmament. At the same time
WTribune & silent on the fact that the Left al-
koo Healey, Hettersley and Shore to call
the shots and explain the policies throwghout
the entire campaign. The Right were allowed
to push the Laft aside. Labour's campaign
showod just how shallow the Left's much wauwr

“The recovery and renewal of the Lab-
our Party is amured.” (17.6.83)

ped wictories really wara and il showed quite
how spinebess the Left's leaders were in prac:
ticie

For Bonn and Tribune Labowr’s policies
are nat inguestion. The key to Labour's de-
foat lies in the meams by which Labsour wias
prevented from sddressing the-electorata. &
similar explanation has come from Campaign
for Labour Party Democracy Secretary Wladi-
mir Derer, He puts the major blame on the
Lebour leadership's failure to make the Al
ternative Economic Strategy the main plank
of thair platiorm because the current balance
of forces in the party precluded Cabour advane
ging & “'Socialist Incomes Policy.” Even miose
symptomatic of the right turn of Labour's Left
gre Diarar's charges against the Laft

He accuses the Laft of hawing T take part
of the blama for Labour’s disunity which
cost |t dear at the election. “Linforfunately
mry of those on the pariy’s 8t wing who
have helped o achiowe Latour's dermocratic
reform completaly fail to sporeciate the pany-
ot importance of party waty. ™ [Soclalist
Action 11.6.83). No doubt Labour's maw
leadership will ba abla 1o rely on Derer o
join 15 campaign for unity against the Laft

A slightly different analysia of Labour's
defeat has came (rom the pages of Labour
Herald and the spaeches of GLLC leader Ken
Liwingstone. At least Livingstone has the sanse
1y sae that Labour's policies Themselves had
no real attraction for large numbers of wor-
hing class voters and 1o guestion the value af
tha Left's advances over the last years, Lab-
our Harald {eol? no.d0] declared “The fesson
af Labowr's defeat s not just that our feadar:
ship was snadeqguate but thar Jis polficies were
bankrupt too. " Livingstons has recenthy criti-
ceged the record of Labour's Left in fighting
for “accountability” whaen they should have
been fighting ower “policies,” But behind
Labour Hereld's analysis lies yat ancthar war-
med wp variant ol the bankrupt policies of
British labourism. Livinggtone s angwer is tor
Labowr o commit itself'to “'control capital,”™
Yat the history of ali Labour goveramants has
shown that capital won't allow itself 1o be
cantrolled and administered in the interests
of . the warking class. Either capital will have
to be expropriatod through streggle or it will
maintain the means 1o contral 8 Labour Gow-
erpment, Liwingstone has also issaed much
publicised calls for extra-parliameantary acticn,

But ha's alrosdy st about clearing the Lab-
our GLC from any responsibility 1o mobilise
to. stop the Tories plans. Spesking v Socsalist
Organiser (Mo, 138 16.8.83) he declared "
proiilem i that we are in a position af e
ponding o what the Taries de. We're not in
# pagition of being able to inftigte, boecause
we agren’t in a position o mobifise the son

of forees required You come back fo what's
always baen the crse - without The frade unioms
mobiiizad behing the Labour Farty locally

or nationally, theve's & very fimited smount
you can go.” 5o Livingstone puts tha blemg
on the irade unions for the GLC's failure

to successfully ragist LOnce again itd
the rank and file trade unionists WHE Ser the
htame for the inaction of tha left leadars.

Bann, Tribune and Derer have never hidden
the fact that they are reformists Trom anyone,
There ig nothing particularly surprising in thair
analysis or in their solutlens. What may De
moFe surprising o soma however is the str-
king similarity betwean the line of Labour's
established left and that produced by papers
that declare thamsalves o be revalutionary.
Committed to reforming the Labour Party,
“The Militant”, like Benn, cannot bring itsalf
1 face up to the historic declingy of the Lab-
our Party, Histary i, in fect, working for the
ecfitorial board. Two MPs maka a summes fos
the Militant.

Aecording o The Militant' 5 soothsayers,
the Tories will split and the Alllence has
alreedy reached its peak, We ara told this cate
gorically. s the erisis unfolds thousands of
workers wilk flood into the Labour Party:
“Mamy thousnos of workars will not rest
content with trade umion activity baf will
draw the logical conclusion that it i
for therm fo gt imived ajso in the Labour
Partp. ™ IMIlitant 176,83}, And this mass in
fluze weill serva to further isolate The right
wing in the party. After all, it was the Right
and not the Party’s Left who sufferad defeat
at thae glection,..acconding to Militant! ne
deed “all is for the best in the bestof all
possible worlds!” “Mare and more workers
will come fo the cenclusion advacated by the
Militant that only sociplist policies affer @ wiy
oul of the anormous onsls faced by societ),

& re-bern Labour Party s bound to increasingly
baar the imprint of its ideas. And never mind

“Theasa election results are part of a
decline in the Tory wote which has

now been going on for fifty years"

"Tha vary scale of the Tories" sssault

on basie rights i3 8 redult of Thateher's

Iack of authentic mass support.™ (17.6.83)

Labour's daclining votk and diminishing suppoet
“The receieny and ranewal af e Labaur
Party is assured.”

Socialist Action tos has its Hans Christian
Ardersen’s to hand to explain eway Labour's
defeat, According to its editor Alan Freeman,
it weas the Left who lnst the election by their
silenca. In @ commentarny entitled "Lt kept
guiet, Tories Won™ 154 176,83 Alan Freeman
presants . grovelling eriticism. of Benn for not
speaking up on disarmament. While making it
claar that "Thai &b nol diminah aayone's
rempect Yor s integeity ©, Freeman sumqests
that & speech on unilateralian from Benn would
have given new heart to Labour's activists
and won owver “millions in the pesce move
mant swhe had not made up theie minds for
Labour,”™ 1t might even have turned tha tide
against Callaghan! But the best fiction writer
on Socialist Botion remains John Raoss. This
political commentator clairme  to have dis
coverad that in reality the election results
highlight the decline of the Tory party, His
varsion of Benn's "Spirit of Latsour Reborn™
is the claim *These sisction results are part
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of @ decting of the Tory wote which hag now
bean goimg on for Giftp pea,” The vary
ferneity of Thatcher’s proposed attacks is
supposed toreflect this decline and the Tary's
dramatic insecurity: The vy scale of the
Tories amaull on basle rights is a result of
Thateher's ok of authentic mass gumdorr, ™
Ross imagines Thatcher & going to-abolish
the GLC “because sha is not sur the Tones
could win an electlon againgt Labour in Lon-
don. Perhaps Aos has seen some of Benn's
buried opinicn polls|

Netveark! Jucel Pasow

Mei Kinnock

Ross subscribed to the Tribune view that
the SOP picked up votes that were "driven
infig their hamds by, Callaghan and Haaley,"

Hui and Freeman peddle the Tribupite line
that Labour's polices themaelves wera not
propaecly presented o the slectorate. For these
so-called revoiutionaries the problam s e to
recbuild the Labour Party's supgort on @5
exisring [eft policies but swith a new membar
ship of activisw drewn in from- the various
“rmovements” against Thateher. Thatcher's
government will get weaker, It has no manr
date to govern...and Ross’s re-born Labour
Party . must thesefore stap up the fight "o
get this-government owt-and to force a nes
genaral election in-which the Torias ara
crushad.” Soeclalist Action, stripaed of a faw
.'_1f its infantile farrtasies, finds itself politically
Aygm. Tribins.

The rest of the Left press has baen pre-
dictable. True ta form the "Bannite ” Socialist
Organiser. could not manzge a word of ceiticism
of Bann and the Lebowr Left in its post elec-
tion papers. And altheegh, unlke S
Agtion It owns up that Labous"s policies were
werang, it still laments the non-agtlvity of e
Socialists for a Labowr Victory: campaign,
which was formed to fight the election camp-
aign on a prattifisd st of those very same
“Labour Policies™.

What made Michael Foot a loser has made
a mionkey out of the Left, All the presure an
the Labour Party ectivists will now be for tham
1o shut-up and put-up 5o 8 fo not fock the
boat, The established Labewur Laft will move
right fast. Mow is precisely the time that the
blind alley of retormism pesds 1o ba explained
and argued about with thousands of militants
wiho want to know what happened. Now is
the time swhen we need to maka it clear that
the working class does not need & $anitised
Laboir Party ba it In the hands of Benn or
Kinnack. Tha task is not to re-build the
Labour Party, The task s, in fact, to build a
revolutionary party that can stand &5 8 real
alternative to the hankrupt and discradisad
programmes of Labowr. Bern's “revelutionary™
followers have themselves been windad by
Lakbaur's dafeat, Thay hawe o altérnative ax-
planatien of «t 1o that offersd by thie reformist
left, It man come 83 no surprice that thay have
no alternative solution either @

Step
privatisation
plans

Tha fellowing article on privatisatian
and the MHS s reprirted from Wor-
kors’ Powers’ sction progeamme. tar
health warkers which has just been
puiilishar

Hoslth workess laca o mew threat 1o Their
jobs and incomas - privetisition. Tha Torkes
aim is # wholsals handing over of the pro-
fitalla sections of the NHS ta tha privite
sector, Haalth warkars miust ght for & health
service froe mf the tiema of nasd and agairst
the introduction of a teo tier service, ops
Por the rich &nd opé for tha poor,

The Tirst steps tawards privatisation chme
through pay bads in the NHS. The Labour
governmant equivocated on 1k isee and msds
it eaminr lar tha private sector outsids thes
MHS ta take B firm to-hakd, The Torks,
thizugh tha 1980 Health Sarvices Act, ok 8
girokie, ksocked down victually all Darckars
far tha privats sectar. Consuttants heve niy
enntracts ollowing them to undortzks privats
work without dameging their MHES states and
pay bede ave not to bo phased out,

Moraowver Tha Sacratary of State undar
that Aot is smponiersd o make NHS serice:
anel accomaodation sesilsble 1o private pat-
innts arel authorise private practics in an NHE
leasmital where demand reguires it Heafth
workes must black sll prosts wark in The
MHS, that iy pay bads, diagnostic procadures
woch & bood testy, K-rdys and all oparations
ared trestmant. Thare should he o Go-Gpsr-
o with consultants ar ather mediosl prac-
itiomers using MHS tims ar sgulpmant for
thair prafitesring,

The private sotor, outssda the NHE, has
e considerably with thi Encouragoment
of tha Tary govarrment both directly thoigh
isgslation and indirectly throogh outs In
1BRZ thare were 140 acuts privats hospitals
with 35000 beds Thare are planty D_F profite
to ba mede sul of acuis haalih care, 50 much
s that eormpanies not connected with haslth
ari taking 3 kean intarest. British Caledonian
Ajnwaye and Trafalger House are in disussion
ower the building of o privails hosplial near
Gatwick Alrport. This private ssctar has grown
g on the back of the MHS ard it work-
foroe, milking it of furds, tachnalogy and
siaff. Thess privata consortioms should be
immadiately mtionafiied withour compen-
gatian and intograted inte the NHE undarp
warkers’ eantrol

Anather ares that hes profited consd-
wrably wunder tha Taories is the private health
insuranca sactod - companies like BLIPA, The
v.umber of subserlbars has mare than dowolsled
batweon 1978 and 1983, Subseriptiors of
£125 milllan yielded profits far BUPA and
PPP af £40 million 11 keith iz & wéry pro-
fitebla buginsss. EETPU negotioted entry into
o private medical schens for 40,000 eloc:
triclars as part of a wage desl, &K such deals
should e scrapgad. There should ba no an-
eouragemant of such schemés in tha Trade
Winian mbvamant

Gacfirey Hewa is obviously pleased with
the growth af ‘thess schemes but s keen'to
force Tthem 1o graw even morei “Privels fea o
Jrauvanza it already dre af Britaia’s growh
Tdwsteier. W st enocoumage L o g
pratar.’” Jduly 1982}

The one#ay the Tories can ensure the
.Bﬂnh'l:h af private health inguransd is through
privatising tha NHS. This is the aim of Tory
atratagy- Their sttempls began in Juna 1980
through & cireular sncouraging camtracting
ut, wivich was Brgeby ignared Ly Araa Haalth
Authorities at The tsme. The Tories im Miarch

1983 havs made 1 clear that lnundry, @torieg,
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Awailable from Workers Power's
usual posial addrass.
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WHAT RED ALLSE STANDS FOR

AN ACTION
PROGRAMME
FOR HEALTH
WORKERS
AT R Y

WORHERS POWER
Pamphlet for NHS sworkers

L

and demastle services (to start withy mus? ba
tandared put Financial incaitived have baan
pffored, Thesa moves sro & direct attack on
those seations that hiva been traditiorally
haettor organised and taken Aclion an jsy,
conditions ard the cuts Privatisation & &
paittical move sgainid health workers and
ppairat tha NHS, 1t will mesn & break up of
union organssatiors, rAdundapcies, loaaring
of wago rates, deleriordtion in condlion,
swcrapping of kaalth and safety. It must be
fought natiopslly amd lozally with direct
acticn, mass pickob, ocgupatans To prasant
frovwing out of oguipment ape strika aetlon.
Mo coniracior shioukd be allowed irdide the
haspital gates. &1 prasant coniractors shauld
i klekad aut. Thero shoalkl be no co-opar-
ation wilh contret workers alroady there
Workars" comenitiem should b slected to
monitar all Avlampis at contraoting out Ansd
sl ather privetn weark, Tha District Health
Autharty shauld open tha ook o war
kers” imspsction to pin-paint all areas of pri-
vata work il
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# Nicaragua

FOUR YEARS AFTER the overthrow of the
US puppetl. the Nicarsguan Sendinista regime
faces i3 sewerpst tust yor. On the Honduran bor-
ders In tha North, the CIA and Honduran Army
backed “contras”, numbering several thousand
heavily armad guerillas of the openly Somozist
Fusrza Demoeratia Nicaraguensa (FON), have
lsunched a number of full scale incursions into
the country. In the South, “democratic little
Conta Rics™ s busily siding and abetting Eden
Pastora’s (formerly “Commander Zero™ of the
FSLN| Alianza Revsludgionaria Democratica
[ARDE] in ity guaerilla campaign.

These developments mark a new stage in US
imperialism’s campaign to destabilise and aver-
throw the Sandinista regume, an objeclive open-
Iy proclsimed in Reagan’s election platform
For US impartalism this objective becomes more
urgont & s puppe reglme in El Salvador faces
serious reversed @t the hands of the FMLN
guerilla forces, despite massive increates in Am-
wrican militery and economic aid. At all costs
o LIS gowmrmamini avobd the victory of

m-#mmﬂ in Central
Amarica whieh would strengthen the hard of
the Sandinistas against Washington, and threaten
othar US puppet regimes in Honduras and Guar
temala. Tive Magérine recently surmmad up what
it called Aeagan’s "broader plema”, “to win the
war in Ef Sahvedor, fod working ground vl
Guatenals s dictatorship, to beck up Honduras
and Costa Rica - and fo squeeze Nicaragus
wtil the Sandingtas foppde ' (Time 6.6.83)

The few urgency given 1o Washington's plam
has been registered in the lsunching of the new
offengive by the contres  and the ousting of
Thomas Enders as Amistant Secretary for Inter
Ermerican Affsirs. Enders, it sppesrs, R gewen
conrtently optimistic reports of the situation

n El Saklvedor which contrastes dramatically
bty with the reality and with UN Ambeiasdsss
Jeanne Kirkpatrick's desire for more direct US
imvobvament in Contral Amsiics [0 Ve @ drae
miatically deteriorating situation.

Kirkpatrick has got her way. In ‘thi
it few months Resgan b drematically stepp-
#d tp 5 10 Honduras He intends to get round
the limit of 55 US advisors in El Salvedor sim-
phy by opening up a new military training
cantre in Honduras - aiming at 100 LS “ag-
visors’" trafning 2,400 Salvadorsan ermy troops
withln a few months, This will sil be backed
by @ npwsily Installed, highly sophisticated Ra-
dar installation near Choluteca, which is desig:
ned to manitor alr traffic over Hondures, El
Salvador and most of Micaragua. Indeed such
i§ the state of current surveillance over Micar-
sgua that gne U3 intelligence analyst recently
boasted “We can hear a toilet flush in Mans-
Em.l!ugan & stepping up economic and poli-
tical sanctions aimed &t stranghing the. econodmsy
and building up internal opposition to the San-
diristas. The US swccessfully deployed this
tactic against the Manley regime in Jamaica.
While allocating millions to “covert™ operations,
the LS has used gll its weight %o block econo-
mic @d to Micaragus. Forty million dollars
gimed &t revitalising the fishing industry on the
Attantic coast wes blooked by the US in the
Inter-American Developmaent Bank. The IMF
and World Bank have come under similar in:
junctions, Most recently, the US government
cut Micaragua's sugar quata by 17% - on the
inltiathve, sccording to the Mew York Times,
of the Mational Security Council and Gtate
Department, which redistributed the guota to
Hondurss and El Salvador, This means a
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further lom ol 15 million dollars in exports in o
period whan Micaragua®s balance of trade is
running a deficit of 500 million dollars & year.

I & further move to cut back US-Nicaraguan
trade an June Tth Reagan chosed down all six
Micaraguan consulates in the WS expelling B0
sraff, leaving the 20% of its entire forsign trade
which Nicarsgua doas with the US to be con-
ducted throwgh one affice in Weshington

This fatést round of attacks on the Nicarsguan
government has had & major impact fnsida tha
country. The econemic destruction and dis-
ruption caused by the attacks of the contras is
an important destabilizing factor, Mot fac-
torles are now working av only B0% capacity.
Many basic necessities - incleding rice, sugas,
todlet paper, gesoline and cooking oil - are mow
ratiomed, while empty shelvas and shortages
have bed to a flourishing black marker. In this
situation the continued strength of the capitalist
spctor indide Micarsgua poses a major threst
1o the gains made by the masses in the 1879
revolution. gl
" column inside Micaragua, the
big capitalists organised in COSEP, have been
guick to seize their chance. While the Dirac
fors of Micaraguan Sugar Estates, which own
BO-60% of the sugar industry, sent o “protet
fotter” to the LS Ambassador over the guota
cut, COSEP refised to criticise the US action.
Even official Sandinitis sources recognise the
widespread sabotage being conducted by The
Micsraguan capitolists Tomas Borge, Minster
of the |nteriar, hay declared that growing shor
tages are the result of “economic sabotsge” by
the private sector, while Saricass, the Sane
dinists paper has been poirting oul the role of
the big morchants st privete wholssalers in
contributing to the shorisge by hosrding and
wpoculation [Intermetions’ Presy, 16.5.83}

Depite 8 “Detaprsiisstaon Lw™, which
thredter feckbe irant capetalnis wiih AEliDAG -

Hgathon iF they run down their fectories in N+

CETEgUE, ﬂpmd Ihﬂnim-n hmﬂv i mlf

dollars a -.rear q r

=on and IC1 are guite blatant In thelr actions.
{mtermations VWiewpolnd (Jan B3] reports the
epse of Casa - an 1C| subsidiary - and the big
gest agri-chamical plant In Nicaragua - which
sat up & rival plant in Guatemals and procesded
ter run down its operations through forcing its
Micaraguan plant to sell to its rival cheap and
buy dear! The Sandinista union in the plant
wis broken, with the CST wunion secretiry being
barred from the plant Mo doubt if the ClA
backed forces grow in strength the capitafists
will become even bolder in their sconomic 1ab-
olage.

The present developmants in Nicaragua are
beginning to expoia the fatal fiaws in the F5
LN’y sirategy for the Nicarsguan resolution
The FSLM hes never hidden its commitmeant
to 8 “'mixed economy” e ansconamy In which
the capitalists. predominate & a “stage” on the
road to socialism. Tomas Borge, Interior Mind-
ster in the Goverpment of National Recon-
struction, quite recenthy reaffirmed the FSLM's
commitment to thiz poliey In reply to 8 gues
tion from & Le Monde reporter on the Impact
of Reagan's pressure. Ha declared: “Whatewsr
he doss we will be merther more mor fees reol-
gal, We gon't ralk about palftieal pluralism ang
a mixed economy o please the Amaericans, This
5 owr programre and we will continue i no
matter what policy Aeagan follaws.” |/ niercon-
tinertal Fress 311,830

Danlel Criega, head of the governmeant, was
even more explicit in how the FSLN seds the
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IMPERIALISM TIGHTENS THE SCREW

Proceanmg Gold pre, Stand fupd, Micaragos
partnership with private capital. Following the

timeworn Stalinist analysis of “'good
capitallsts ha declared: “in Nicaragua there is
the kind of businessman who doesn’t fes, who
doesnt hide his mormey, but who iovests it and
puts It &t [he senvice of the revolution.™ | Mot
MNational Monitor May B1).

This approgch fo the private capitalists ax-
plaing both the continulng strength of the pr
wale sector m Micaragua - between 60-75% of
the sconamy rémaing in private hands - amd
the continued emphasis of the FSLN umrﬂn

Soesiiploin ol Lo e

perialist stranglehole en Mlcaraqua is atmslng
the deep contradictions in this policy, Having
accapted that in the present “stage’” of the re-
volution it was impossible to and Micaramean
dependency on the imperialist powess, tha gov-
armment saw [tself Instead as “divarsifying
depandancy’’ throwgh ald from Western Europs,
Latin America, tha “'Socialist' eountrles and the
Arab Oil States. While this has had some suc-
cess one resuft i that foreipn debt now stands
at 4.5 billlan dollars, ona of the highest per
capita in South America, whils 40% of NMicara-
gua's axport Barnings goes on servicing it. The
result is @ chronic economie Erisis In Nicaragua
which, 8% long 8 the cepitalists. dominate the
economy, can only be solved an the backs of
tho workers and pessants,

The present governmant in Nicaragua, 83 we
have said before, |s one which, becauses it cama
1o power on the wave of a massive worker
gnd pessant rising which smashed the bourgeoi-
Eig's army, s 8ble to balance betwaan the major
classes of Nicaragian socioty. At time: it laans
an the bourgeaisie for support and hits out at
the left - strikes have baen illegal In Nicaragus
since Sept, 1881 vade unicnists who have pees
garl wage demands have been gacled, indepsan-
dant trade unlors herassed, The very sama
Borge who denounced economic @abotags has
argued against trada union freedom to struggle
ggainst the capitalists in the following stark
terms: “There #re some workers who Deliewr
that the main emamy of the warking class is
the bourgesisie, But the bourpeoisie ag & class
hies Besn mertally wounded In $iE country, sad
the dying hive never been dangercus enemies.”
(31.6.82] At other times, particularly whan
it it lncked In conflict with imparialism, it lears
on the contralied mass mabilisetion of thae
workers and paasants,

The FELM/SRM = a coalition of differant
palitical tendencios - from its priest fathar Mi-

guel O'Escobo (8 member of the S based Mary-

kool erder ) to its “hMarist-Sogialist” Tomas
Berge - united &t the morent by its commit:
rment o defend capitallem in Nicaragua for

the forseeable future Sueh 8 coalition can only
fragrent urder the prassure of the imperialist
offansive.

The Reaganites hawe yet to tighten the screas
on Micaragua as tightfy as Elsenhower and
Kennedy did 1o Castro’s Cuba in 19800 The
US bourganisio is not yet suffleiently united
around such a course and neither are significant
sections of European capital, But as the bio-
ckade tightens and Micaragua's economic criss
intensifins, 5o mors and more secior of Tha
Micaraguan capitalists and petit-bourges well

" and ''bhad”

SR
.......:3:3."&‘*

i

racYe into apen opposition to the regme.
these circumstances the FSLN will face th
choices that Castro's July 26th Movernent
Either they can capitulate to imparialism's
miands, open up MNicarsgua again o direct
rapacious exploltation by the US capitalist
prepara-themselves to be thrown from po
reliable stooges of the LS Or they can att
to defend themselves against thi [mperalis
onskaught,

Effactive defence againit imperialism is
possible without the expropriation af the
who gre holding 8 dagger to the hesrt of |
revolution = the eaplialiste. As Castro diser
im Cubg tha axpropriation of the capltalist
becornes a life and death matter as the im
ists elose in. But the ahsence of a revolut
party based on revolutionary organs of th
kers and passants means that avan if the F
(or elements within ith carried through the
axpropriation it would be carried Through,
im Cuba, In a buresucratic fashion. The po
complexion of the FELN means that it we
not be accompaniad by independent moabi
satioms of the masses, the strugole for war
gontral in the factories, or the organisatios
aoviates uniting the workers and peasants ir
deferce of the revalution. &sin Cuba the
king class would ba deprived of direct pol

‘power throughout the process of creating .

buragucratically degenerato workers® siate.

The presant bonapartist features of San
dinista Migaragua, the powerless and plebis
organs of "Popular Power”', [tha Sandinist
fenca Committess, the Sandinista Trade uni
ofganisations, the Econamic Reactivisation
samblies ete) will in such a situation, Deco
tha organs of & bureaucratic overturn, & i
Cukba, which both expropristes the capital
class and excludes the warking cléss from
tical poower.

It is possible, but by no means inevitab
that the Soviet bureascracy wwould be preg
to aid and underwrite sech an over-turn, |
did so in Cuba. But to date the "Socialist
couptriés haye besn reluctant to aid the re
which only receivas 17% of its ald fram 1l
guarters. The Soviet buresucracy 5 exfren
afraid af becoming heavily embroiled in &
frontation with US imperialism in its Balk
and highly volatile “front ward™. It own :
nant economy would find the costs hard t
bezar. ‘Ewen if it was to back Such a turn b
Bandinigtas, it would do so in order toim
i bargaining positon with imperialiam, o
af solidarity with the oppresied and and e
ploited. &nd a strict condition of Soviat a
wiguld be tight bureaueratle contral over T
wekers-and peatants of Micaragua

The primary sk of revolutionaries out
Micarapus today s to fight to defend the |
regime against US imperialism's attacks or
Bt suach & task deses not mean falling in E
the “stagist’” parspective of the Sandinista
ership, of defending It as & “"Workers” and
sants’ Government” a5 the Amarican socti
the WUSEC does The present regime far fro
guarantesing tha long-tarm detence of the
araguan workers and peasants and the gain
the 1878 revalution, is pursuing a policy &
will grmure their defeat in one form or ans

by 5 King
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Arafat comes unstuck

THE BLOODY FEUDING within the Palestine
Libaration Organisation (PLO) sinea Apeil this
waar is the latest comnseguence of the defeat
sufferad by the PLO at the hands of lwrasl in
the Lebanon War of 1882, Tha reballion-

led by deputy field commander Aby Murss -
was sparked off by Arsfat’s appointment of Haj
Ismail and Abu Hajim = PLO commanders in
Syrian-controlled Lebapon. Their reputation for
venality and cowerdice amongst ordimary Fatah
guerillas sparked the revolt Yot the real target
of thelr venom was Arafat himsal¥,

Batwoen Seplember TEE2 and April of this yaar
the Palemtinlan fighters hod watched with slerm whibs
Arafat shuttbed across the Arsd world leaving bahind
@ trail of diplomatic manosuvres and shoddy deals
weith mmperislisen andl it koesl agents in Jordan, Saudi
Arsban mrsd Egypl.

Esawr shneas 1974 Argiet hns smerted the primscy of
gy Sver Tha el G2 uggis g Laonmm.
With the defeat snd dapers] of the FLO Lot yee
Arafat has stepped un his =fforts o reconcile tha
Palmitinians’ right o a2 state wilh lsmel’s right to ewst.
Tha Raagin Plan of last autemn tried fo consolidato
lsranl’s victory guickly with praposabs for 8 Waee
Bark-Jordan confederatson which would have effactine
Iy ammunisd {a tramsiarring the keys of the Pales
tinilars' jall to King MWasmeen

The PLD and thd Arsb bowsrpeossa responded with
thr Far plen, which sflactively secogaised el 'n
Fight fo sxd by sancticming ity pre 1867 adtupaticm
Arafan tried desgerstply o reconcibe the two plne
more concatved 10 astablish tha right of ihe PLO
afficiaklom 1o negoliste than The right af the Pales
tiniars ta Bve fron of Tionist terror. Srafer' s chael
pithe, Mabil Shast argued: “Tihe PLO Bay nef refeched
e Aoagan Plar, bot only 5 QrariEsion ar regeios
tr riphTL., e are foaking for wapr fo . Brag (he
Pl el fogether ™

Arafat proved wnable to ssll this to the PLO'
Matipnal Council in April, The tensiom within tha
PLOp largast group - Fotsh - erupted. Meny goeri:
las are slichened by Srafat’s manousyres. AL ane was
reporiml & saying in ihe Beka's Valley in Lebanon,
Arafat “only epresants Feah corporations, money,
posifions, cars &nd aeropianes.”

Tha guarillas closet ta tha Palasginsn Temilies in
the campt, in the ocooupied Seeritories, know from bid
tNY EdpeariEnos the smipoascbility of & cOmpramise with
Zionism. 47,000 wers killed or mutitated et simmer
the shattered Buildings of Beirut provided rough tomb-

TIME RUNS

OUT FOR
PINOCHET

AFTER NEARLY TEN vears of brutal dictat-
orship in Chile, the Pinochet regime is flmaily
being rocked by mam protests. On May 11th
wnd sgain on June 11th,thousands demonstrated
in tha streets against the regime and s policies,
Jung 23rd saw the first etiempbed genaral
wirike against the regime. Mass detantions and
arrests, the normal resort of the regima, have
falled to stam the tide of opposition which has
invalvad all classes of Chilean sociaty. It in-
cludes many who were Pinochet's maost fervant
supparters in the overthrow of Allends's Popu-
lar Unity government in 1873.

The causes of this unrest are not hard to ses. The
Pimoohet regima was brooght to gewar, with the aid
af US impanialism, ta accomplish one essential taskc -
1 braak the posiac af the warkars” movemeni, which
thraatamad Chilssn and US capital, and thus open up
Chils onoe again as an are of profitable and sabla
Investrant. Tha junts sat alsagl this tesk with a will -
murdering, torturing At imprisoning trade union and
political sctiviets, |t broke up and atomisd the trado
wninns, and drowe dvar a million Chilsans info oxlia.

2 the soonormiz frart the Chilean (ot Tolawed
a fleroaly “manatarist™ policy, which for a semi
coloral country meant abzve all prosid ing tha arost
aduantagasus gond tiors for impariaklss eapizal, it
guasaniLaad o wagas, coveed trada gricag and ha
froa rpovement of capital. A groep of Miliar Fred
man truned agonoTists - alckramed “the Chicago
boes™ - kel chearge of thi ©irelecy wurder Finazhet:
drorping farff barriers an foreign poeds; salling ot
1hA ETATA COEEnn la_l"'1|'|'|l'|i|". <0 tha private s=cior ared
glirtingting _Ii‘.-l:r wrrenl submidias, Whi ks inpeee oolizies
schinves & “naaltier u-:“:-ann',.- 'framm he paint of
wbatw oF Tha Bourgessie, that segeean (T was gald o
in 1he Tailing livirg standards of the labzur rg copa-

stones for ovar 5,000 Palsstinians, Even now 15,000
Palsstiniarns are bald | lwasll concentration eamps.

In 1948 aver TOD,DI0 were sxpalied Trom thesr
and to consobdate Israal. Tha 1967 war reswslited in
tha sccupation ol the West Bank. In 1873 the Zio-
minis took Sinel from Egypt. lsraol is an gepaciigricy
eolonial sattier staie. |t i bolstered by Amarican im
pariaiiym, sanding gusrd ower the laiter's Micdla
East intaresis

fsreel frees by pramoting immigration. This glves
it tha capdcity and masns 1o sxpand i13 horders 1o
creste raw seitlements. |1 fuels its exparsionist appe
tite. Ome of the chiof sims of the was | the Labamon
was fo consodidete the annsxation of the Was Baalk,
|lgranl plans to se1tle anothar 20,000 in the
West Bank this vear.

Faced with thess political facis the idas of any
Pelestinian state, however restricted and policed, trying
to parmanenily co-exisl with Zionism s wtopian. Ay
promation of this idoss = » stratege goal ls rection-
BTy

Although the grievances bahind tha present re-
ballion sre geilng, Thare o no leck of Talse Messaahs
reddy o Exphasl theen For thasr ows, squally resctsn-
ary srils. Chiel smongst thess & Synis. B o
friend of tho Palastinians. having intervened u-gllﬂ.:l:
tham in 1976 in tha Lebamon Civil War wihan the PLO
looked o be securing & viclory sgesinst tha Phalasgms
forced of the right-wing. Despite its “rejsctionisr’™
stance which often puti i st odds with tha Amb mon
archivs of tThe Gulf, the petit-bourgeaiy nationalist
regemn of Assad has but one poal, It wants to carva
aut & rale for isalf in Middla East diplomacy. to be
recognessd &5 A majar farce by the USA and Mosoaw,
80 @i 10 becwme o leading foros in the Arab bourgeois
CRmip

Az m result Syria merely plays with the forune
of tha Palsstinians. Despite it bumillation a1 Lhe
hands of lsraal st sumimer, Syria’s position ramaine
& sirang one 1T ccouples mueh of Norihen Lebanon
end i3 hoavily armed by the Sowiet Union. Most of
the Fatah disssdants are in Syrisn-controlied Lebanon
wnd rechive Amed's backing. &rafet hes been axpalled
Trom Syria,and Asod is happy to e Anfst's grip
an the PLO welened dechively or destroyed.so that
tha pro-Syrian factians in the FLO have a mos prom-
inamt rale in The dirmction of the movomesr,

Nor should genuine fightars for Paksstiniar statehood

pul any faith in the rinlved interest of the Kremlin in
tha Biddle East's alfairs, With the Andropoy succsssion
lasi Movamber Mowore munched feslf imio tha Tray,
re-arming Syria with Sem-5 missiles and over 8,000
“tachndciens.” Andropav's aim is to increass the Krem-

o
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lin's bargsining pasiticn in The Middla East. Moscow
would dearly love o refurn to the position it hald

i 1973 whan 1t co-chairsd the Genova taliks on the
picdie East with the USA, IT it could do the it eould
gain more stable pawns in s roactionary policy of
peaceful co-saistancs with imperialism.

Tha recent rise m the Scviat buresucracy's influ:
ance his basn all the sharper becauss al the Amb
bowrpeaisies’ mounieng frustration with the USA.

The Raagan Plan foundersd as much on the intramsig
enceg of tha lsaselis as of the Palestinian freedom fight-
ari. Preyiouily, regimed ke Saudi Arabis hael basn
enenlraged ta recognisa that anly the WS could fores
|sranl 10 make concassione. Evants during and since
tha invamon of Lebanon have shown the LS he o
interest in doing This, 1T s Bayand guestion chat
Aeagan will back o towsher line fram Fsraal if the
Koamlln is daaking to carvs oul & raks fos [isalf,

Tho saplit in tha PLO is an inevitable product of
tha poditical failurs of the Arsist lssdarship. Tha

rale of revolutionary scoialists in the Middle East & nod

1o ertificlally heal the divisions marely Bacausa the

imperialists stand to gain. Maximuen unity oo action
in pansiHa and neacessary ogainat the Zionst amd LN
pocupktion forces, Wet & pobitical split B sgually
mescesmary. Rovelutionsry Fategh militants must be
bralkan from the rotten methods of potitbourgeois
matienalism ard won to the programmae of Permanent
Ravaluthsn.

Aecent everts in tha Wes! Bank hoeve endicated
thea réal way forward, Far from baing crushed by re-
cent evarty The West Bank Palagtinians have rcresped
thair activity. Strikes end demonstretions sgainst gres
adds In Famuliak, El Birern and Tulkeran have in-
eramii] Tha sall-conficlences of Palmtinian workars
Wot it i here that the PLO is weskmt becauss its
stratsgy of guerifla war has dictated that it comcan:
trates i16 @nargiae in The carmps af Labanan, Syria apd
Jorden. Againgt this. # revelrtiomdry Trotsoygist Party
i urgently needed, working in the West Bank opd
amang the Arabs of bgasl 1o Bring the working ciass
t the kesd of the struegpio, fo orush the Zioalst state
snd on Ite ruins bulld 8 seculor workars' republie of
Falestine. B

latio=, 88 the Workd acanomy plungsd ntoits sScord
major slump withir @ decada in T980, Chile | ke
other sami-colanal countresy plurged wath 11

WHTh iy Iesemares, ogen doar podice, Thila P
fult the world -acession esen-more SraTatically than
Frvcat Latin Amarlean countrise, By the eng of 1887
the moratdsisl” siretegy vwes in ruirs - "wirtue are
reranriad” vens The Cooromiat's roelul corrrment,
I bl Yesr regl wages “ell b 18% and cmmployment
eoae toe 219, By 1982 tha pest was oo lapsing on the
nEFraTaasl rianey rrérkets and <here vas o Tassivn
flight' of capital ot of tha sauntry, dua to 11 Tres
mavenent allavwad by tha v esgn boye™

Bankruptclos gsared and benks toopled, Sy the ana
of 1833 Ingusirial production hao goilapees fw 27% as
urprotecied domestic in:-m-’:,- ool suted. Such ir thn
1A% OF the agonamyy that Chilsctrs bas@sated that
FEILOD0 Ternilies ard 1,600 srnall 2o medivim busiressss
in-S=ntiaga nove had- thalsalestrie 'ty cut =ff for nar-
saymant of bila, Thig wees inflatian is renaing as G0%
@ tha acantmty lurches T-em crisis ta crigs ard She
Eavairrnent stregales vtk s 22 Sillon dollars o
egn debt,

A3 thaaffesis of the regession were. felt by sven
IZHiF.'_'! DUSEenOUE Lppar Midolle ©oasmes Thers wae o
grorg chares af ooldicism of P rocksl's ECORan =
policies. A the Latin Arerkan Cofrassnadant o the
e ire Sewrth Anted a1 (he and &f 1382 “The
CONEIN BE Sarans geemernisly Sanang
GRS B8 slrack the mridale cleey wth BRFtrey e
frpeTy, and wnmst A gpemd dangarovsly smong
e arm e affigars ooy, Srawn ey fram Hhis clss
AN apprecsdentad degréw of opposition hay honly ]
among apncuiiurel endrepraneary, forry and fas AWIETT,
ir.ﬂ'_ i pame extant indueinaisie ang hankars ™

SEzlie the sacking Ty Pinocie: of tae ansi-neo
etarisss Firancn Minigrar Secsainde Castio in- 1262
aftar lnianse prassurs from Chiksn capita 315, 2riticizm
at the regima kas contineasd unasated as & besarae
clear that the repiroa is pamlvies incha fpce ol &

SOOI sriad, Thig has baar the =507 of 1Me fevive
af the “'respectable” opocsitlan partles and the colls
fgr & “dénocratic apanfng” In Eabruiry Arosd - hog

ailiarce of cppositicn leders proposed & corstitutians
arnmEenamant alowing a civilan gosarrmant 15 Teke
over, but slicéwirg the 2-1ad forces 8 “veatlcqdog
rale,™ In March. a canferarea of Fzmran Satha e
Bisitpe, alora WiTh A arous of Torrree Sopoaitian
endare, coles fo- & retuen o demazrasy. A taese
davgiapmants point to tha growing des re of sectians
of tha fourgasisie v Chile 1o returs T0 parlidmant
sy ~uke and 1o cresie 8 govercemant mora essansive
w0 tha mesds of Collear capita L Of pourss, thay wand
thi Transitisa o follotsr cha Spanish, fether thea The
Foriggaess, mide,

: 5, Dherefare, o sdrprise 192t e mddle clasies
make Astissly  rualves thamsaless alongside trads
amiors 2 P The days of peotast, Wwith Tha middle
clegg wdrmer durtirg ol thei™ oats 24d pars nis
tlme to-usa themn rat againg: Poowar Uty bBut
e graved ggar, Pincenes, Dra Seatlacd newepapsi
reprorksd howw & Tha pet-dangion ard orresonrding
pratest agarst Pirachat o Vay 11tk sprasd
fram The resdentia a =g o Lha centre af Santiaco,
are o tne mas? enthusiaztic narn sganders wes 2
leading bansar, Javier Vial Hare a llag the rea. danger
for the Chidaa werain class Wh e, =T fodrss,
pritad frant astion: with oaurgdsls seciors apeasad
o Prachal are recessmey i the struog's apinst e
distataranin, all thasigrs asa that chadisasrous
asroes ol Bhe popa'ar frord in Chile Sepmeasr 1970
and 1973 d@rg oorg rapeated areas, Thiz st s ld
nos D gue-sesing given tha continued streresk of the
urzegmLpTd Communist Farty e the mads aniors.

Tha leade-ship of tha Copcer Warkars” Unior
WCTC Chiva's langear ynias, nas I::n:n-_n at palpa mo Ty
a1 irwalee the Christiar Democracy 0 the :rglnlbu-
o of tha "Dais of Fraowest”, Irdaea, soowl I""ﬁ; s
e laader, Fods "o Senael, 18 -roddrate s anion s
antics that he calind oif W 17tE a5 & Sz at strikes
Fution’, sl ruing tioa Uy of protes”, afe

gtiered ing ang of The UE Embessy's soolal gatnnrings
woth trusted trada wrilon ieadars.. (Faporied i
LATIR Arnanica Waak v b £= ]

Sren maad-et or Railes 1o impross Plnogket wha,
=1 course, resarvad bl maar seorees oA 150 the
wiesd ag clgegs ard Srade Lo prolestars, aqrasting
Segua’ ard othar leading trade anianiszs and Saclaring
same of tha blgaest socper miaes. e litemy zanas’
The Jurta's e crack riol mesd, scpropeiately nicks
named e ukhye™ Sy the Chilean pzpuleticn, was
usnd to #tacs precor nentlhy warking class areas on
TnE e Tayd ot pratest, feaaiting in tive destha With
Plrzchat's declared insertior af. "seazing tha zall-
ficaAe hagk to the s sshes”™ t cauld wel ba that tha

soruggls o gat rid of Pincchat mich” A2t ba ga tmogtr

a5 snotiors of the bourgeaisis woo ks wigh,

I ciradmgiances hasa they arefarced o turn to
e ChAean working cass to achieve thalr ands 11 wdll
seporms ave morg visal for the mak ard Tile af she
trada urions 13 enstop that ther leadass mainzain
comipkicg calisloal and racticy| icdepardence froen the
boareenls and  patit-boarsenis partiss ard asocl-
arkara jowdoead 09 The @it stragge oo this the
guners atriks, despote thaanarmiogs o157 colties ex
sosed oy she raswiss of 198 2350 Jur@: remains the
dacithva Wasran Ter or nprg down tha Piroshat
rmec e amd for snuppering the giane of The raling cless
ol p negtasd derpacrasy’ 10 the Jerersl eirks the
Chy b warkary can redisaaver the carfidarss ang
ability 13 ereara *ha Shdane, TnorRE ARG OF e
jriduslr &l cordares of the Allences arz, o7 a gowarr-
a1 al their aven class s ad 2een THe mad o the
dealruction of cpitalis v Chile,

B Sodidarity with the warkers of Shila |

B Rnledsa tha jakled trade unicnisis!

B For o genoral strike 1o smash tha Plaoche
dietatorship |

B Mo ta @ avilian-militkery govarnment—
far A Demacratic Constituent Asambly |

W Workes and Passamts to pavwer |

by dahr Laing
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FEUD OVER FADING

LAST JANUARY THE Communist Party of
Graat Britaln launched o "Save the Star” cam-
gueges. In Juns this campaign took on a new
maarung. Fund raiing schemes and circulation
drives gave way to a bitter conflict between
riwal factions within the CP doing battie for
ontrol of the Morning Star.

The Morning Star (s owned by the Paoples’
Prem Printing Society., This “independent” oo-
soerative has alweys been one of thoss front
grganisationi mich beloved by the Swalinlas,

Tha Star's editar Tony Chatar,
together with 8 mumber of wupporters within
the PPPS, has used the co-operative’s nominal
mdependence to secure 8 majority for his fac
Lon on the paper’s mansgement commities,
By the shareholders” maeting Chater's suppor-
tors won all the ssats on thé commities while
thees EC candidates wore defeated, What lies
bebund this Factianal struggle?

Tosy Chater

CP influence In the unions has shrunk
dramatically. 1t he: begn reduced to a humill-
ating minarity status-in the AUEW, lts ina-
billty 1o mobilise trade wunionists was hgh-
lightad by last December's LCDTU conference,
the smallest evar held,

This marginalization in the unions has besn
accompanied by strategic rethinking on the
part of sactions in the Communizt Party, par-
tieularly those most influenced by Eurocommu-
nism. Thair strength in the unions had once
enablad the CP to exerise a significant influ-
enca on section: of the trade union bureau-
eracy and even certain “left” MPs_ As this
sirength declimed zo did tha relevance ol the
CP. ¥et, alements of the CF wera looking an-
vigusly at the rise of the Labour Left and its
ability to win support from , and influence in,
those peradises of petit-bourgeois sctivism -
the peace movemant, the women's movement,
the ecological movement, eic.

The battle for the Morning Star i 8n #x-
peession of the tensions within the party be-
twieen_those whooasishateseling to the OF's
raole as the "Teft” in industry and those, the
Euracomminists and under their influence
the Party’s leadership around Gordon Mclen
nan, who want to turn the Parly towards *new

movermants' and endow it with “‘new thinking,"

BLOC FOR ELECTORAL PURPOSES

The Management Comumnities (5 now in the
hands of the "trade unionists . Chater him-
alf is @ longstancling sdvocate of the strategy
of the “laft advance™ in the umons- that 15 a
permanent bloc with left bureaucrats fior elec-
toral purposss, At his side is Mick Costello, He
was tha Party's industrial argankzer untl ha
resigned after a row with the Executive, The
Exacutive defended the Eurocommunist jowr-
nsl Marxism Today's decision to print &n ar-
ticla by Tony Lane. The ariicle gave some
examples of the buresucratisation of the stowse
arcs” movement, partbcularly its top layers.
This enreged Costello, many of 'n'hmn Bt
friends are too-leve] Stemards.

After resigning his post, Costallo, aging

. Euros fawn on SDP

§

THEY MAY HAVE lost the Marning Star, but
Britain's small band of Eurocemmunisis remain
firmly in controd of Marxism Today. This theo
retical journal of tha CP is proving to be the
mot consistent voica for popular frontist po-
lities in Britain. Its editor Martin Jecoues said
that it was aimed ai sppealing to the laft and
“pthers beyornd the Left, byt aisturbed by -and
opposed fo Thetoherism... This is an exsantial
sipect of the poiitics of the Broad Democrs-
pe dfliance - or fo give it 8 fonger historical
frRpsctory - if was @ keyrote of the politics of
the popuisr front in the 18505 (Focus No.B)

Jacques and the Ewrccommunists loak too multi-
farigin ron-bour Toress as tha ey slamants of
thair sought Tor broad demostratic slliEnce, In ped-
g thelr vlew, they desw on sooh choioe sotions of
tha CF's programme as that relering 16 lestar cap-
malaty “Thare 5 ihessfors an pbiective besly for an
pifignge Befwosn the warking Clags amd many OF s
mectiong 0f rhe caplialist ciass, sgaiest fhe common
gnEmy - the big 8¢l dnd Iaternational capitaiiere™
[The Srirlah Aoad ro Socrelim

Tha middle classes, the churches, the variouss
“movements” am all eandidatas for places n tha
demooratic alfisnce. So the pofits of The Ewro-
cammansts in the CF are, in & serse, nothing new.
They are a eartinuum of Stalinism’s long-standing
sppastion to the arganitiad working eluss fighiteng
for ifs inclependent inleresis.

Thoy are the politics that in the 18930 lpd the
Stalipisty to murdor the flower of the Baroslona
prubsariat Tor the seke of prasarving their allanca
with Bowrgeali repulilicans In Spain. Thay are the
poltics that led the Chilesn Stalinists 1o call inla the
government the murdorous coupmekers who turned
e and hytchered the woerking cliss in 1973,

Tha ehasa after the centre began with tha growing
recognition that "laft-advanoe™ was faltering and that
Labowur Party support in the waorking class was da
clining samificantiys. Erle Hobshawm firet rmised tha
profilam of winning Back the “'middle ground™ and
restarting 1ha “forward march of Labouwr™ which, he
srgued, had been decisively halted. He took his analy-
5 @ gtapa further in Marxism Todmy in Seplember
1962, Tha middls grouns rested i the varnicus peace
snd scological mavements. Whilo this was less abndeus
in Britain, it was, far Hobsbawm, endoubtediy true
peross Eurape snd Fkely 1o Becoins so Tor Beitain,

Gliveen Holishorwm's belief that the working cles
iv @ “daclining clas™ ke concludes, from the decline
in mumbers af mapps] warkers, ths doclinag in poli
tieal and soctal vmportance of the working less)

hil East an orvious eve ot Europesn sociel G-
crfic laadars lika Mitterrard, Papardrecyu and Gon-
zabes, who "o [endEd To ud WEE OrgE e CoUTaRe
fipn with the workers [he'r predecessars had, They
ard ratier grovos of politicians mivng alectore’ han-
AErE und WlER 3 Wi amd AOLOFORE WROLS ringe OF
drercenieniad wodeT can B8 Drowghr lﬁﬂ-llr.ﬂ&\-'.”

Tha Britssh Labour Party shawesd no signe af
baing opsn 1o The new-thinking that Hobsbawm was
preaching. On the other hand, 1he 50F/Libaral
Alliance, i 1981 and 1982 was doing very
wall in by-glactions, and looked ks “breaking the
mauld”, For popular frontists in seerch of @ centre
tha Alksnce looked #n erticing prospect to tha CF,
It sl wven gtalen thale nama - Allksnce. Enter stage
right o Ffonp-1éme Stalinis, Sam Asrepaviteh.

Followiing Hobshbesm's article, Marxism Today
stnget! & Eurccommunist spectacular “The Movieg
Laft Show' in Oclober 102, Focum described this
#x “gn imporiant axsrcim in the politics of allispoes™
mnel marmalled that; "fo the discussion on re-alignman!
im Brtih pofitics. new pofentisl areds of aisoug
avmerged betwaen the Left and peopls aftrected by
Ehe ol ™

Wom, tha SD®, in the shape of antisvorking class
Guardian journalist Peter Jenking, gracsd tha CF's
wemiil. Tha CP ware naf sbow to exiend a bhend of
friendship to this hired serlbe of the bourgeoiska.
The December 193Z Mprsism Todey carrisd tha
traricript of o dissusslon between Aaranowitch, Jen-
kins and Stuart Hafl, In it the “new styla’ papular
front became the idea of an alli@nce with the
i [lidmea.

The Ewrsosmmunil intelloctmals wers now st
on sllidnce with a party comamdited 1o wage sontrols,
anti-union lrws and & ha of athar reactonary pali-
cles. OFf course wnder tho present slactorsl system
suiech an alllapes would be mconosivalnbe. But urder
Propartignsl Rapremntottn, tha OF could prowa 6
wigful afly in carrying Thegwgh participation schemes
and wage coniraks (ay i1 s to Lalsoyr 1974-78),

In the raundtable discusston of Aaranowiteh, San-
king anid Hall, Saranovitch slgeantly saplained this
projact: Y Sring the forcey drsooiarod with the
Alfiance arg very sgnificaat and | daa’t wenT e giee
bl irvipradsion of agy Kol of seclanan wiow aboot
oy, § alsa think 2he eatuse af Tharcherlemn o 2uch
thet M prepered o comstrict an aitience with af
Efmls af. farces o 89 Drepdcsd T cheildngs wehet
i'__'_b,_:_l!m're.".'m iF about, and [ doa’t cane, in a sense,
RANE parTy Fhap e i, (December 1583

He wenl on to lament the Labour Party's iso-
Illlgn'frum the working clss, sxprassad hoga in the
Alliance dnd dectared that Their policies “contsin
alements which would cortainby be in advance of the

Executive wishas, became industral corres
pondent for the Sear.

This debate proved to be the prelude to the
wrar ower the Star. The “rades union”™ wing
marshalled their forces for a showdown. They
put forward a plan 1o revitelise the Star by
making it an opan Labour mowemant paper, and
by buying # new plant 30 that the PPPS could
bacome & printing howss for the Trade Union
buresucracy. Chater and Costelle know that
sections of the Trade Unlen bureaucracy ara
interested In producing a paper of some kind.
The way out of the Morning Star's| impasse
weanld be to produce it for ther, They won
support Tor this from ssorted friends in the
bureacracy - Moss Evans, Jack Dromey and
tha like - and stuffed the management comm-
ittee with union leaders like Kon Brett (AUEW),
George Willaughty (S0GAT B2} and Terry
Marsiand (Tobacco Workers' Unign).

For its part the CP apparatus failed, miser
by, in its attempt to turn the tide an its re-
calcitrant members. Having made an alliance
with the Eurocommunists around Marxsm
Today, they cut themsalyes off from many
traditional faithful party members, What i
more they antagonised whole sections of the
moembership by their cBmpaign to sacure con-
trol of tha Star.

EHARED POLITICAL TERRAIN

The political substance of this conflict 1, @
the uninitiated, difficult to detect; There is an
pbvious difference of emphasis - towards the
{abour movement (read officialdam) or to
wiards new forces and movemnents. This dhs-
pute over ermphasls, howeser, 12 T2king place
on the basis of & shared political terrain, Both
sides #re thoroughly Stalinist. Both sides are
in.fact putting forward strategies that are des-
astrons for the [ndependent interests of the
working class. Both sirategies are rooted in the
CP'a "Tha British Road 0 Sociafism”
revised in 1877). The two cornerstones aof this
progremma . #re that & peaceful pariiameniary
road to sociafism can be achieved, and that the
means for doing this s 1o ba found in the cor-
struction of an alliarce of pragressive mindad
paople from all elazses, Onhy o broad, deme-
cratic alliance against big business can bring
about lasting social change. The Chater wing
accapt. the need for this alliance but emphasise
tha central rode of the lebour movemant in it

situation we'vs ot He concludesl his ramblings
witth @ statemant that the did riot beliewe that the

Labious mayemant his The capacity to “rearganise
amd recorstruct itself" for the battie agairmt Thai-
char i,

Aarznovilch is undeubtadly in sdvancs al ki
alligs within the CP, particularty those in The party
apparaius. However, he is o isading idealoguse of tha
jparty and, if mothing efse, his statemsnts are 8 good
indication of which way the wind is blowing. Labour's
catasirophic slectors] defeat iz likely t& Hrengihan
tha appeal of his views and win him more supporiess,

Fer sur parl wa are bitterly opposad ta the pop
wlar frantisl politics af the CP. Tha sery idaa that an
altiames with David Owen and Stesl is somehaw a
maars of sdvance for warkers is ludiorous. Bath
politicians explicitly sand Pfor the intareits of eapi-
#al, profit amd the “mixed scanomy.” That is why
thale manifesto wn parmeated with politic- lika
wage controly - designed to make the working cass
Py far the erlfie Arranovitch woild no deubt
oouniar 1his with the argumont that Thatcharism &
tha graatar aull and enaty sgainat Thatcher ig vital.
But what woubld 1his mesn in proctroe?

" Thatoher will give the go-shaad to close mina,
Unity |s nesded to datast lar, That is abwicus - byl
umity Bativesn wham, srd 1o do what? Closcly what
is neaded is the unity of tho miners, and bahind them
other workers, preparad to serka ogalnst the b o’
plans. In sueh o battls, Cwan and Btesl would - m
they did with the hoalth strikes - denauncs the
workers. Wara tha CP fo try and presarve it prev
irus ailisnoe then the mrtywould be going along with
tha strike-breaking bourgeale filth et the top of
the Alliance, But then, it wouldnt ke the first time
tha GF have chosen to stk with bourgesis pals
rathar than fupport the working class,

Of coursa it might ba objected that our caes
agoirst the popualar front is apsculotivs and fanciful.
Tha garuine proponant of the Brosd Democratic
Allssnce might mot baliave that In practice it inevit-
ably means the suberdination al warking class in-
tarirts. A rooent exporionos demdnstratas (Rt wa
mrn eing Tar Trom faneiful,

The Fecple’s March for Jobs was tha popular
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The broad demoeratic alliance, be it led by
trade union bureaucrats like Mass Evans or
revered churchmen like Bruce Kent, s not
what the working class reeds. The Evanses
of the world are responsiple for numberiess be-
travals of the working class’ interests, Evan's
awn role in the demobifisation of the strikes
to re-instate Longbridge convenar and CPmem
ber Darek Robinson, s sufficient to make that
plain enough, The churchmen, the small bt
nassmen and the restof the middle class rab-
hile that the Eurocommunisis are 8o aagar 1o
taam up with may provide a respectable cower,
but they sure & hell won't muster many sal:
diers far the war sgainst big business.

Meithar side In the bettle to get the Star
ropresgnts & “progressive” or supportable wing
ol Stalinism, |ndeed, to paraphease Stalim, they
arg nat antipodes but twins, They reveal the
inability of Stalinism o ehart an indepandant
course of working class action, Bath seek sub-
stitutes for elass struggle sand mass action, In
the hands of Chater the Morning Star will be-
corme even mora of § Bureducrats” mowth-
piace,

In the hands of MeLanman and the Ewre
communists it will beeome a tribune for mid-
die class fads, Far the working class then, the
mipst favourable outcoma of the present ponaer
struggle would be the collapse and disappear-
ance of tha Marning Ster. Speed the day.m

tical and discussion journalod 1l Comimuni

Jhmant hlllv.‘-lhl.llﬂ'llﬂ mibnstire, 1 was desigrisd
1o turr opposileen 16 the unemployment suffered
by milfiens of workerr into 2 oross class protest, in
wihilch tha workors cama o poor saeord To 5 DPers,
wicars @nd Taries, Pate Cartér, the Euracommunist
replacamient for Costello az industrial arganiser

spalt this out quite elearly. Tha Mareh, ha said:
“asogwndag rhe DEET OARerTEmilE BRr U CoRElruc mr
of the Srasdeet porefile ailence of ol Wwho agres Wit
the demdng | That the government shaubd maka Tull
smployment a first prioriny < WP which of cowrse
ey frovm bishope fo Bocklayers, frovm mon-
Thetchanle Tones fo revalalionany sooaiae ™

Ta achisve this alllance the CP banied anti-Tary
slogans on Tha march, They ussd violsnce sgainst
marchars who chanted “Maggin Out™. They insulted
the unsmgloyed by making then ciings before job-
slashing but “friendly”’ Tory councils, S0Pers
arvd menile clerics, Theay weant 19 snarmous langths to
maka sure That marchess themselvas had o say in
the running of the march, &nd on demonstraiions
eallod by warkars o waleome the marsh |faw LH TS
wars to Be gein) they sirove to dissccialie the march
fram the weloomers.

In Birmdrgham thia Etalinists ealludad with the
police ta pravent the labowr movemant welcoming
the March, and from sccompamying it ta tha City
Cantre. Yal in ewary fawn it was the lsbaur Lioveme
that arganised food, sccommodation, support mootin
and a0 an, At ihe mes falhy e dune bn Landas
was tha Labour miowemant that tumed out o thou-
wanils T graat the march. For tha Btalinsite, howaver
nare al thess Tactors waighsd anyThing ke ag de-
cisively #s the Fact thit once or fwice o petronising
SDPer or Tory espressed sorrow ot moss unemploy-
mant,

The Peopie’s March war Asranovilch™s views in
practice. Thie popular front became, in real Bife, a
Guleg on the road far waorse that the mast Intimi
dating DHES office, A1 & govarnmental level i1 wiul
pave the way 1o 8 hiforic defeat for the workers
and tha triumph of coumter-revolution. Against the
paliey of cross-clas alliancas wa rasfflnm the ssen-
tinl walidity of Troisky's opposition 1o the popular
froat in the 183074 bioe of divegent growas /n
the warking class 5 ometimer campielaly. fodishen-
sphie for the sodufian of comman Poliliel grabiems
i cerraln Alstariorl circumslances. sach g Sloc i
sapable of #iimciing fhe spgrased pethsdourgeais
JraRERAE wWhosE mlorerts e GIOsE Ta The nhessers ol
the prafefaset. The jaint foroe af ich a bioc an
prave far stroager Mhan (e sar of The G af sact
of ity component parts Oa the cortrany, she politics
Aithercw between the prafelasis apd e Baypamian,
wihoss ffarsifl O st QUESTIoNT Jrn Bhe present
girach diverge ot ar gnple of TR0 dédréss, a5 a g
prad rade 1 cagalie anily of prrelysing dhe raeele o
ary foree of the profeterian” (O Spein, p3ddlm
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JUDGED BY THE parliamentary outcoms
slone, the General Elsction results in Northern
ireland would give the Torle: nothing to worry
apout. The June slection returned fifteen un-
ionists from the seveniesn constituencies, Even
mare comforting for Thatcher, within the
Protestant Loyalist vots thers was a swing
away from the truculent Psisleyites (DUP) tor
wards the “sasier to manags” Official Unlanist

Party.

Hiwaver tha Torne ere decslsdly daprmasd Dy
rha returni Trom tha Six Coonties. The resson @
wimpla; over 10000 of rhe netanalist popalation
gave § manilate i the Sinn Fen's programme of
armmad resafance to the Beiligh occupation foresl and
the strugels fo7 @ united lesland. The Sinn Fein wote
wivich s Garry Ademi sdectad n Wast Seitan ond
Denny Morrison mammowly Fsil by 8 votes in Likster-
Mid, even excended the republican’ hopess. Thay
recetvid 13.4% of tha total vole - ower F% up on the
1962 Assembly Elsction periarmance Mors impor
tanily Sinn Fein obtained 42% of the nationalst
community vote, When one conaslters that the SDLP
woteldown on iy 1979 and THEZ sworsl inclisdes o
majority of middle-coam artionaim. the Sdinn Fain
can remsonably cleim o regreest he Adporely o
the sxploiind and mosl oppressd sschiom of The
nationalisl minerity in the Morth.

This fact |s8 sewe vl pdara of That

he gt 1 Linloniss For gears the Britsl

e
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SINN FEIN GET
THE MANDATIE....

cliys has depsnoed f She cravar SOLP s shili
spanaic tar e nationslisis Thes bas teeo erodial =
kgitimiising 1he ariny's reign of tarsor 5l g [ e )
eyalu T romlny irisn natonalEts - the Provisssnal 1H&
and Sinn Fain, |15 politicd) wing. Since tho Assamiidy
Elactions, ard more soonaw, 1T can ng longer @ sald
than the Mgunmen’ nave Ao supporl 1 Wan as thouah
00, 00 silwer Digliats e bigen posted 19 Priars
ot tic

The success of Sinn Feln wad all the moms
rmaxkable giwven ths clesumstancer of the r_ud-lmiqr-
warpwhers they glaod canvassers weane Rarraesed by
e greny ared Lhe ALIC. Party weorkers wigee ited
el deladined (0 andless sjceessian, The Catholic
Churer hierarchy carnpdignel soerfenbusiy afgaing
Sinn Fola ged To- OLPF end tha' ™ roe-geciassn®

1y LG

thae 5
A lidvsps Party
Fyrtharmmors, thss S0P reversod Ehair position
el ot atanding agains® Sinn F e Fermanagh and
sadly split tha wota Dhwan Cacrfpn Toat bis seat 10
e unionisls as a sk, Even worss, | iVest Bel

....but what will
they do with it ?

HISTORICALLY REPUSLICANS HAVE re-
fused to take their ssats in any post-Treaty
Parliaments and institutions. The normal prac-
tioe has Deen to abstain from elections to all
such bodies. To do othersise was seen &3 8
tacit acceptance of the legitimacy of British
imperialism’s division of lrefand.

Im reality, this meant that the Parliamantary
i g e LA T of the anti-unionitt populs
tign was left open to the constitutional nat-
jonalists - mosl importantly the SDLP. This,
in twrn, served to give the constitutional nat-
ionalists 2 chagk of legitimacy which the likes
of Gerry Fitt and the SDLP were able to use
10 attack those struggling against British rula
as unrepresentative and illegitimate, Organised
for military struggle aoeinst the British army
the Provistonals continued a tradition within
wihich the anti-unionist population has no or-
ganised and permanant political means with
wihich to axpress their opposition o Britain,
or 1o actively teks part in the strupghs against
imperialism. They did, howsever, look to the
IRA for military defence against Urange thiigs
and the British army.

The Humgar Strike campaign spaingt Brit-
ain's crimimafisation poalicy compelisd Sinn
Foin 1o take the battle on to the clectoral
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tarraln whese Vrst Bobby Sands and then Cheen
Carron won parfiamentary seats, But these
sodts Were won on an abstentiondst basis. The
mass sympathy tor Sine Faln in sddition for-
ced them to toke advantage of last year's
Azsembly elections a5 8 means of furthar iso-
lating the discrodited ard slavish SDLP. Cnce
again; Sinn Fein stood on an abstenticnis)
Lickel

The bablotl box succeides of Sinn Fein
ped them ever further into the most
munieipal reformism 25 3 means of consali-
dating a formidable efection machine. Sinn
Fein established grievano clinics @nd Degan
to feverishly take up individual complalnts. -
reprasenting the anti-upionist population on
mousing, rants and social sarvices to officials
of the local agencies of the Britich state, All
of the electoral compaigning had one impor-
tant thing n comman with the militery came
pabgn. The mass of anti-unionists were assigned
no rale other than as pesive supporters of
Sinn Fein. Behind all the heady nationalist rhe
toric 5inn Fain operated |[ke any reformist
party does, It electoral turn was not & tactic
aimed at mabilising the independent fighting
abillty of the sppressad population of the
Mortharn statelat, but was aimed at damaon-
strating to libera! opinion thet Sinn Fain ware
represantative,

In the Azsembly Electlons Workers” Power
and the Irish Workers” Group srousd for 2
boyeoti of the voie in the absence of rovor
lutionary candidates. \We argued against a vote
for Sirm Fein. We now think we were tactic-
ally wromg We looked gt the Assembly Ele-
ction simply a8 & battle of political programimes
and beaderships and failed to take sufficiant
account of tha role of such elections a3 pleb
iscites which serva to legitimise the oxistenae
&f the Drange State and tha national oppression
wihleh disnembers and retards tha entira Irish
working class. With that paint in mind we eon-
sidered it correct to call for a eritical wota for
Sinn Fain in the General Election ss an act
of solidarity with the arti-unionist masses for
whaim that vote is an act of opposition to
British imperialien and the Morthern State

O the political tarrain, no less than the
military struggle, Sinn Fein®s perspactive can
only disarm and mislead the anti-impesialist
struggle. For Sinn Fain politics is not, a5 it is
for Marxists, about the mobilisation of the
working clas and oppresssd to destroy capi-
talism. It opposes imparizlism with the armed
force of an organised few and with the aspira:
tion to create en ordered society af patriotic
oroducers and Go-aperatives g3 tha means of
cieating national indepandence #nd econormic
justioe, Asa result, it faeils to organise the
struggle for lreland's independence as a class
struggle against imperiglist eoplializm

To call far 8 vote for Sinn Fein therefore is
not anendorsement of their politics. Our error
in tactiés over the Assembly Elections flowed
precisely from cur concern oo defend the con
tant of the Marxist programme agains? the
petit-bourgenis utaopian programme of tha
natiomalists.
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18T Adams won sven bedaih, (A edaition W0 he
SO L and Alllancs,. ha had to corterd with the
girling MP - renegade Gerry FlL “Fim the 2rit”

a5 he m conlEmgtuously known in tha Falls Road,
caripalgned only on an anti-FRA TKean Adoms Ot

ticker O this asis b was able 10 encoarage 8 ey
pissand Protestiant wiorksrs foomeks & (EETHEDE woT-
ing W riciy 16 furm

P Of el myses and socandary el lons
I‘q’_ﬂ'ﬂ_‘\.'_'_ rouhd oiecuse Ol Feindamantal fact, rames
ly that the Sino Fe

r wobo peflected tha fact 1hat 1ha

Tavrp Acamy

It iz vital thet Marxists put Sinn Fain to the
tesi ol stoeggle if they are o peove the sup-
ariority of thair progremme in gractics, Sinn
Fain will resist all attampts o put them on
the spat and hold them to account. They will
claim the democratic mandate to anhance
thels municipal reformism and the restige of
thair military campaign but nothing else, Gerry
Dedarns has made it plain that ha will not be
taking his seat in Westminstar. All the old re-
publican argurmonts have been dredged up to
justify this: Adams himsalf sald: “Sinn Fain
WPz will ot take up heir seats In Westmin-
sier bacause we don't accept thet the Britsh
have a right o legisiste for any part of our
covntry. ™ But inreality refusing to taka his
seat frees Adams from havirg to wisibiy take
the gricvances of the cppressed to the floor of
the bourgeaisin’s debating chamber and using
that seat 1o rally the indepandent maobilisstions
ol the anti-unionist masses It impliss no fa-
gitimation of Britain's rula to entar its Parliz-
ment & an accountable spokesperson of the
oppressed. Medliskey's assault of Home Sec
retary Maudling after Bloody Sunday in 1972
was no resognition of Britain's right to ruie
fraland . I Sinn Fein is worried about its MP
being drasen inte the alfen and cormupting at-
mzsphere of Waestminster then they should
organise the masses to hald him to accownt.

| Argureents against this position lock increa-

singhy spurious glven that the Sinn Fein “lefos’
are openly talking of winning and faking Eure
Parliament saats Logether with seats in the
Southern Dail. Moreoves Sinn Fein hos tokon
up 8 saat on @ local council, where it is foreed
to demand of British-imposad structures soma
ralief for the nationallst population. et more
of thess have the same potential for creating

a revelutinnary tribune ageinst British imper-
jalism and, a5 a consequence, putting Sinn
Foin fo the test. Tha fact of the matter is that,
like &l petit-bourgenis nationalists, thay have
poprincipled palitical positions which, like

an anchaor, can secure them whan buffetec

by imperialist pressure.

A revolutiorary Trotskyist party in oppo-
vition to Sinn Fein needs to be constructed.
United action with Sinn Fein and those they
reprasant and aur unconditional support for
the armad strusgle cinnat absoure this fact
We do not subscribe to the views of degenarate
Trotskyists, such as People’s Democrscy, who
paddla the ihefon that mass working class
presaure will foroe Sinn Fein on te the roag
of consistent revolutionary marxist palities,
The greater that pressure, in faat, the more
Sinn Fein will seek to divart its inherent raci-
galiam inmo municigal sideshows, or further
recruitment intao the 1RA&.

Im the months ahead when the illusions in

S ThiEy

Provit analiare raongniend a5 the fosod in § ]
align comerensty thal delenss Thmm 10
tackys of Brizal opetiafse and P si:lﬁu

Whan Paflaman] we foenad oy m
the 22pd Jire thent Was o ried I gt rmeh
ad o lealarsd, This s nobsirpeising. Thatshe"y
ek tarthe Sie Gounties Sre_in Qs iy, Her Dogs
teairnd carntitaroaal st - the SOLF - arafn ctili
naee Grdy oo BE ot Wasim irsier Ui
vary aolitionl existence fan il |noosder 1o Sirie
theoy Smes L0 bt and drassthemseies in dhe e
eF faka natanalsrintmrsicenes They car'E [amT=
icidate lr the Assembiyi thay hove been {orsed 80
erd Laeiv callbamtizn or Doy Dol with thn
Lirdariss &e o regaalt, Prior's Sssembly s e dead-
sy ard Briteir isforced o fall back apon intan
wifjed ragegEiian,

British socaligie g tade unior milicanty Fawee &
Hatly 1 turthar sie the Farcs ol tha Tares, The
Horre D1 ea Fad o quiskiy Tt thé Skciasion ories
iy Gy Sders whickh pesdan el D pistting 1he
repulil isa ease 17 Brithhwor ke Sdems o b
plarg o vis 1 S bsin b the G LC5 Ineitation, O
dhe aurrrrEs s aeTlysts e wreops ead Laboys
Parsy branchms muel o=t thess hind i8s o IryIarng
pdamE 10 BiEgE toospeak Sul. A caripEign Mo
aronnd thisesuld apd mostoe used t3obala tne
Labmisr Commette= on TreEnd ard - crucslly - treds
wnign caupussd Seided "ocatPer On ar anleimoes e
fradis sogand e tein comanda
Troops Dut Mot
Salf-Detarrantsan for e rigk Geoph a8 Wholal

Sinn Fein will be haightesad we damand that
they be put 1o the test and orpanise thi
massas o fight:

* Take all the saats youwin in the parfia-
mentE, sssamblies or couneils - acstention (s
fake intransigence. Enter tham to dafend the
natianal and working class inferesT you

claim to stand for. Such actions, against the
British, against the Orange bigats, will in itself
b tremandous propaganda for the ante-impsr
ialist strupgle avan amongst the Protestant
wworkess who will say - the Repuldicans dafand
our interests; our jobs ansd uniond sgainst the
Torios and bosses, Similarly even ape MP can
draw attentian o Ireland or dissupt the “'nor-
mal business’” of the imperialist parliamant.
*If you democratically represent the nation-
alisT rasses, organ se tham demac=atically o
fight; slect counclls of action based on real
fighting organisations, trade unions, work-
placa organisations, tenants committess o
strept gommittess, Help creata and triin a
mass peaple’s milltia - o defend the minority
areas against pogromists, against the paolioe
and the British Army and o defend workers
in Catmalic and Protestant struggle- against
unemploymant and factory Ghoseres, cuts in
social sprvices or anti-unon laws,

' Farm & united front with socialiss and mili
tant trade unionists in the 26 counties to fight
reprassian and appose, by direet sction, the
pr-imparialist actions of the Southarn bous-
qecisie and the auswerity messures that Impar
‘aFsrn and its Irish clients are sekipg o impose
on the Irish people. In the Morth, participate

in rmooilising Catholic and Protestant workers

in defence of the unions against Tebbit and co,
* Mo deats with British imparialism short of a
complete, unconditional end imm ediate with-
drawal of its troops from Marthern ireiand. @
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TEBBIT

TEBBIT'S SECOND BATCH of
anti-unkon laws is wall caleulated
1o exploit the weaaknesses in the
trade union movement as revealed
by the fesble opposition o his
first lot.

The determination of the troads
wrien laaders to prevent any effect
we Bctian Bgamnst either Prigrs or
Tty lawsror, indesd, on any
other imuse, was enforced burssu-

" 7 -
tracda Unfon democracy i§ now o
be twrmed around against them:
the Tories are posing & the guand-
iarid af the democratic rights of
irads unionists poinst the god-
fathers of the TUC,

Fror pa@ngis gt = Sies 1l 1]
o n guacy e be slected Ty wScreT
Bariipt will Do ey Dy rIliny BE 3 WATY
! gattimg kel own Dok o The
Moo teo- for-H i earserists whio 3it ot
the hand oT seversl ureans: ~or [he
Dair&giporace, wihia aro Eﬂl'l'lﬂll:'.tl"'\u' Ll
to oot Tor oo | Emen ey ORMGErany,
il baced on the secrel Dallol, thera
3 &0 realstic angument they can usa Lo
ey 1RE BxlEndoh 0F The game Syatom
rimatjans Ay attermpt
e rute Boaks Wikl 1‘

s

i Lk il e
to hide Batind
sy comfion 1he appaal of Tebiit's
g Eart o
Thes dong awaisad aTiach on the

finarcial links Dedvwsen [ha wnjom and
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Defend Muhammed Idrish!

OM SATURDAY 17th September
there will be 3 pational demonit-
ration in Birmingham against the

deportation threst to soclal werker

Muhammed Idrish. This has basn
called by Idrish’s unbon, NALGO,
after a8 concarted campaign by
rank and file union activists result-
ed in @ resolution of dupport being
pazsed gt NALGD conforence.
The resolution, which came as
an emergency mobon from several
bramchas, not anby edlled for the
nationsl dermanstration but also
for 8 one day national NALGD
stoppage in the event of deport-
atiore 11 also asks fellow frade
unionists po refuse 1o kendie all
work connected with the depori-
ation, a1 both Whitehall and the

#lrport
Such 0 commitmenl wWas

altogether too much for tha

NALGO executive who tried 1o
get tho resolution rermitied.
Speeches from the delsgates of
the London Matropaolitan District,
Wiltshirg and Sirmingham ansyred
that the exsgutive was defeated
and the resolution averwhelmingly
carried. Idrish addressed the cont-
argnce, calling on delegates to
turn their words into action, and
recelved 8 standing ovation. These
sucoasses testified nat only to the
work of the Defence Campaign,
but also to the growth of the
WALGD Black Workers Group,
wehich earlier in the caonference
hed fought a detesmined, al
though unsuccesstul, battle for
more thoroughgoing medsures of
positive aoticn and anti-racism
wiithin the union,
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High Court gave fdrish leave to
appaal against the Home Office
deportation order. This magns the
mmediate threat fe lifted, bt does
nat diminish the nesd Tor contin-
wed campalgning. There i o an
apportunity o consolidate and
gxtand the suppart, and e:-cplair!
wihy trade unicnt should campaign
againdl all deportations, the immi-
gration lavws ard the Nationality
At whilch gave rise ta them

I their coming onslaught an
the weorking class, the Tories ol
undouistedly increase thair use of
the racist laws 10 weaken working
ghass resistance, harassing and
threatening black militanty.at work
and in the community. Already
deportations ane running &t a
staggering 250 par month, Wae
shauld use the ldrish campaign to
gpeak for all those who disapgear
unseen and unheard, Raprasent
atives from all ethear deportation
campaigns should come to tha
demorstration on seplember 17h
P LG LY members should reach out
1o gther trade wnionists and the
black community, ordering, finan
cing Bnd publicising cosches for
the damorsiration.
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Far furiher delaiis of the Muhasrmad
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